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MORE THAN A JOB Yo

Farming is more than a job; it is a lifestyle. Over the last forty years technology, mandates and
regulations have pushed up the cost of operating a farm. Meanwhile, farmers continue to earn less and
less each year. Recent estimates suggest that dairy farmers may be losing up to $100 per cow per month
while the price of milk at the store continues to rise. Some believe that unfair practices at the Chicago
Mercantile Exchange are part of the problem where a few large traders are able keep prices depressed.

The DNR continues to add to this burden with regulations that don’t always make sense. Each farm is
different. This means that set back rules should be determined on a case by case basis. What makes
sense on one farm does not make sense on another. The DNR also tightened restrictions on phosphor
use. The state was not without generosity adding that farmers would be able to get up to 70% of their
costs back for implementing the mandated new pollution controls.

While farmers continue to struggle to survive, Wisconsin has come up with a new tax on farmers. The
Working Lands Initiative is meant to discourage excessive conversion of agricultural land to other uses.
The number of farms in Wisconsin continues to decrease and farmers cannot even develop their land
for more profitable use without severe penalties and taxes.

These are just some of the concerns that farmers have. One must ask, “How we can expect our heritage
of farming in Wisconsin to continue under these conditions?’ Craig Fletcher is a lifelong resident of
northeast Wisconsin. Craig Fletcher knows the importance of supporting our farmers. He believes that
our Wisconsin lifestyle, family values and ethics we Wisconsinites have, originate from our farming
ancestry. Craig Fletcher supports the rights of farmers as both businesses and land owners. It seems
strange and sad that environmental groups and our own government would choose to pick on some of
our most environmentally conscious Americans. Farmers know that to damage the environment is to
destroy their livelihood. Farmers can expect Craig Fletcher to listen to their concerns and actively seek
out realistic solutions.

How does the Working Lands Initiative affect you? What can be done about low milk payments to
farmers? What are your concerns? Be heard by someone that cares enough to take action. Craig

Fletcher can be reached at (920) 371-2995 or go to his website www.fletcherforwisconsin.org.
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